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CONFIDENTIAL HELSINKI 1045 

GENEVA FOR USDEL CSCE 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: PFOR, PINT, FI, UR 

SUBJECT: SOVIET ANXIETY OVER CSCE MAY AFFECT FINNISH DOMESTIC POLITIC 
S 

REF: HELSINKI 933 (NOTAL) 

BEGIN SUMMARY. SOVIETS HAVE ALLEGEDLY TOLD FINNS THEY FEAR 
COUNTRIES WITH RESERVATIONS ABOUT CSCE MAY USE FINNISH DOMESTIC 
POLITICS AS EXCUSE TO DELAY AGREEMENT ON FINAL STAGE OF 
CONFERENCE. FIRST PUBLIC INDICATION OF THIS IS BACK PEDALLING 
ON DISCUSSION OF EARLY ELECTIONS - HERETOFORE EXPECTED IN LATE 
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SUMMER OR EARLY AUTUMN - BY FOREIGN MINISTER AHTI KARJALAINEN 
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WHO MET GROMYKO DURING MAY 12 VISIT TO MOSCOW (HELSINKI 
994 NOTAL). COINCIDENTALLY US CHARGE WAS CALLED IN BY 
HEAD OF RECENTLY REACTIVATED PHASE III WORKING GROUP TO 
RECEIVE MILD PROTEST RE STATEMENT IN ASST. SECY. HARTMAN’S 
RECENT CONGRESSIONAL TESTIMONY. END SUMMARY. 

1. WE ARE RELIABLY INFORMED THAT SOVIET FOREIGN MINISTER 
GROMYKO TOLD FINNISH FOREIGN MINISTER KARJ ALAINEN IN 
MOSCOW LAST WEEKEND THAT PRESIDENT KEKKONEN OUGHT TO RE- 
THINK HIS ASSERTION IN RECENT LETTER TO PARTY LEADERS IN 
GOVERNING COALITION THAT FINLAND COULD HOLD EARLY 
PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS EVEN IF CSCE WAS IN OFFING. 

(HELSINKI 817 NOTAL). GROMYKO REPORTEDLY TOLD KARJ ALAINEN 
THAT CERTAIN COUNTRIES WITH RESERVATIONS ABOUT SHAPE OF 
FINAL CSCE DOCUMENTS COULD USE FINNISH INTERNAL POLITICAL 
SITUATION AS PRETEXT TO DELAY CONCLUSION OF CONFERENCE. 

2. BEFORE KARJ ALAINEN "BOMB-SHELL," WHICH HE UNLOADED 

AT CLOSED CENTER PARTY COMMITTEE MEETING ON MAY 13, THERE 
WAS GENERAL ASSUMPTION KALEVI SORSA'S COALITION GOVERNEMNT 
WOULD SOON RESIGN, OR BE PULLED DOWN BY CENTER PARTY. AND 
NEW ELECTIONS CALLED FOR AUGUST OR SEPTEMBER REGARDLESS OF 
CSCE PROGRESS. THIS MORNING, HOWEVER. FINNISH PRESS 
REPORTS THAT "CSCE MAY AFFECT TIMING OF ELECTIONS AFTER 
ALL.” KARJ ALAINEN IS IDENTIFIED IN PRESS AS SPONSOR OF 
"SURPRISING" SUGGESTION THAT PARLIAMENTARY FI. BUTTONS BE 
HELD IN MARCH, 1976, THE NORMAL DATE FOR SUCH ELECTIONS, 

BUT SUGESTION WAS NOT LINKED TO HIS USSR VISIT. 

3. DESPITE GOVERNMENT'S EASY VICTORY BY 100-88 IN 
PARLIAMENTARY CONFIDENCE VOTE MAY 9, IT IS STILL CONSIDERED 
UNLIKELY THAT THE SORSA CABINET WILL SURVIVE MUCH LONGER, 
EVEN IF ELECTIONS ARE NOT HELD THIS YEAR. THUS AN EXPERT 
GOVERNMENT COULD HAVE A LONGER LIFE SPAN THAN PREVIOUSLY 
ENVISAGED. THE RESULTS OF THE PRESIDENT S CURRENT CON- 
SULTATIONS WITH THE POLITICAL PARTIES WHICH BEGAN ANEW 
AFTER THE CONFIDENCE VOTE ARE NOW EXPECTED TO BE GIVEN 
SOME CONCRETE FORM NEXT WEEK. 

4. COINCIDENTALLY, THE US CHARGE WAS CALLED IN ON MAY 13 
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BY AMBASSADOR JOEL PEKURI, HEAD OF THE RECENTLY REACTIVATED 
WORKING GROUP ON PREPARATIONS FOR CSCE STAGE III. PEKURI 
MADE MILD PROTEST RE ASST. SECY. HARTMAN S RECENT 
TESTIMONY TO THE HOUSE FOREIGN AFFAIRS COMMITTEE IN WHICH 
HE STATED THAT CSCE STAGE II MIGHT CONCLUDE ITS WORK IN 
JUNE AND THAT PHASE III COULD TAKE PLACE AS SOON THEREAFTER 
AS THE FINNISH GOVERNMENT COULD COMPLETE ITS PREPARATIONS 
FOR HOSTING IT. PEKURI EMPHASIZED THAT THE FINNS WERE 
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READY TO HOLD THE CONFERENCE AT ANY TIME AND IT WAS UP 
TO CSCE ITSELF TO SELECT THE DATES PHASE III WOULD TAKE 
PLACE. CHARGE RESPONDED THAT WE THOUGHT HARTMAN HAD 
SIMPLY MEANT THAT THE FINNISH GOVERNMENT WOULD HAVE TO 
HAVE SOME NOTICE OF THE PHASE III DATES IN ORDER TO 
COMPLETE THE MAY PREPARATIONS REQUIRED FOR STAGING IT 
IN HELSINKI; HARTMAN CERTAINLY HAD NO INTENTION OF 
IMPLYING THAT THE FINNS THEMSELVES MIGHT BE A DELAYING 
FACTOR IN CONCLUDING CSCE. 

5. IN FURTHER CONVERSATION PEKURI TOLD CHARGE THAT FINNS 
HAD REACTIVATED THE WORKING GROUP BECAUSE THEY SAW THE 
NEXT TWO WEEKS AS A CRUCIAL PEIOD FOR DETERMINING 
WHETHER JULY CONCLUSION OF THE CONFERENCE IS POSSIBLE. 

BOTH AMBASSADOR PEKURI, FROM CAIRO, AND PRESS SECRETARY 
BERGQVIST, FROM THE FINNISH EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON, ARE 
IN HELSINKI AND EXPECT TO REMAIN UNTIL AT LEAST THE END 
OF MAY. THEY WOULD APPRECIATE THE EARLIEST POSSIBLE 
RECEIPT OF U.S. REQUIREMENTS ON HOUSING, COMMUNICATIONS, 
TRANSPORTATION, ETC. PEKURI GAVE ASSURANCE THAT FINNS WOULD 
NOT CONSIDER ARRIVAL OF ADVANCE GROUPS TO DISCUSS THESE 
TOPICS AS COMMITTING US IN ANY WAY REGARDING DATE FOR 
CONVENING PHASE III. 
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